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-Decide if you are going to do SUCCESSION PLANTING-
-Radishes, lettuces, asian greens, spinach in the early spring followed by warm season crops in 
June after frost danger.
-Summer lettuces and cool season crops can grow in the shade of the taller crops.

CATLOGS/SEED PACKAGES
-When looking at seeds- look for varieties that have LESS THAN 90-100+ DAYS TO 
HARVEST.  We have a SHORT SEASON here in the Santa Fe area!

STARTING SEEDS INSIDE
-Start tomatoes seeds indoors 8 weeks early-March 20 to set out later as transplants later 
AFTER -last frost date.  Start all cool season crops now either inside or by seed outside.

SOIL-GOOD SOIL FERTILITY MEANS GOOD CROP YIELDS
-AMEND your soil beds YEARLY with ORGANIC MATTER. 
1. Use OLD horse manure that has been aged for at least 6 months on your garden beds in the 
SPRING and dig in. 
2. DON’T PUT ‘HOT’ MANURE ON YOUR BEDS IN THE SPRING. You can get some at 
Arrow Ranch on W. Alameda or Eldorado Stables.
3. Dig in bagged compost or home made compost instead of manure--2-3 inches lightly turned 
in
4. Can also add rock phosphate and greensand sprinkled on top and lightly turned in.

EARLY SPRING CROPS-See Cool Season List and Eliot Coleman’s list
Plant COOL SEASON vegetable SEEDS like spinach, mache, arugula, bok choy, celery, bro-
colli, brussel sprouts, cabbage, radishes, mustard, peas and kale OUTSIDE around ST. PAT-
RICK’S DAY or AS SOON AS SOIL CAN BE WORKED IN SPRING. Get a thermometer to 
see what the soil temp is. Look at chart to see what temperature should be for crop germination.

Other varieties like the soil a little warmer for seed germination.  They need planting a little 
later in spring like the end of April. Varieties like carrots, beets, parsnips, endive, cauliflower, 
chard and potatoes are in this category. You can also do successive plantings of lettuces, spin-
ach, arugula, bok choy, mustard, kale and other greens again. OR you can buy transplants.

Plant garlic, onions and shallots in spring as soon as soil can be worked. Plant the biggest 
cloves. But the best time to plant garlic and shallots is in the FALL.
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USE ROW COVER FOR EARLY PROTECTION
-Cover beds with medium weight row cover. (around .55) You can water right through them and 
not disturb the seeds. Put it directly over the crop or seeds or put it over a mini low tunnel.
Row cover is great for helping against the cold spring nights and for keeping bugs and critters 
out of the garden beds. I keep mine on all Spring and uncover the beds when I harvest.

Use row cover over your strawberry beds to keep birds away when strawberries start to turn 
pink. Don’t use bird netting. Birds can get tangled in it and die.

TRANSPLANTING VEGETABLES
Put transplants out for a little time each day to ‘harden them off’ so as not to shock them when 
you put them in the ground. Start them in the shade and out of the wind and graduate to full sun. 
If they wilt pull them inside to recover.

PLANTING COOL SEASON TRANSPLANTS
In addition to doing a general amendment of your soil, a mend each plant hole with more or-
ganic material like worm castings, additionl compost AND YUM YUM mix before transplant-
ing into the soil. That way each plant will have very enriched soil in which to start.

Water each new transplant with THRIVE AND SEAWEED AND MYCORHIZZIAL but NO 
FERTILIZER. After 2 weeks feed it with a fertilizer like FISH EMULSION.

WARM SEASON CROPS-See Warm Season List.
-Plant outside AFTER DANGER OF FROST-MAY 15th or LATER NOT NOW.

PLANTING TRANSPLANTS 
-For vegetables like tomatoes, eggplants and peppers. They are too slow to grow from seeds in 
the garden. In fact, if you buy them, buy the largest ones you can afford because of our short 
growing season. 

-Be sure you rotate your TOMATO crops. If you can put your tomato plants on a 3 year rota-
tion. Don’t plant them in the same spot year after year.

DIRECT SEEDING FOR WARM SEASON CROPS
Plant warm season crops like beans, cucumbers, corn, some melons, summer squash, winter 
squash directly in the soil with seeds. You don’t have to use transplants because they grow so 
fast. Plant seeds according to package directions for depth and timing.Plant seeds according to 
package directions for depth and timing.
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